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Our Executive Director 
M.I. Harrigan 
Ever since its inception in 1873, the Minnesota Academy 
of Science has been an organization of volunteer scientists 
and science educators whose purpose is to promote science 
and science education programs throughout the state of 
Minnesota. The many successes of the Academy have been 
accomplished by the dedication of Academy members and 
the leadership of the executive administrators. Since 1956, 
the Academy has been fortunate to have had three excellent 
leaders as its .Executive Seo·etary/Directors: Mason Boudrye, 
Wah U:ll'SUll (currelllly Oil Litt! staff ur SL. Cluu<l U11iversiLy ), 
and M.I. "Buzz" Harrigan. 
Buzz brought his leadership experience to the position 
of Executive Director on Sept. 1, 1967. His strong background 
in science, education administration, Leaching, management, 
and community relations made him well qualified Lo direct 
Academy programs. He has a BA in Business Administration 
and Science, an MA in Secondary School Administration, and 
a siA'th-year degree as an Education Specialist; all of whkb 
have helped him to be a very effective Executive Director 
for the Academy. 
Buzz also brought with him beneficial experience outside 
academic education. Few people are aware, for instance, 
that in 1946-48, he was the youngest resident director of 
a settlement house in the United States ( Casa Maria 
Settlement House, Detroit), and served 23 years active duty 
in the U.S. military. By the time he retired from the Air 
Force as a Lieutenant Culonel, he had received m1merous 
awards and medals. This past Dec. 31, 1987, Buzz retired 
from his duties as Executive Direcror of the Academy. This 
calendar year, he will continue to serve as Program Consultant 
for the administrative staff, including our interim Executive 
Director,Judy Harrigan. 
Contemporary society often is nm aware of rhe effort and 
time that goes into greaL accomplishments. Because he 
personally prefers a low profile, Buzz has nOL always been 
recognized as a ''key person'' in the smooth operation of 
Academy programs. Although his presence at Academy 
functions was not always obvious, his many contributions 
were. Invisible administrative jobs were accomplished 
without great fanfare. 
lt has been said that "a good leader inspires others with 
confidence in himself; a great leader inspires others with 
confidence lo themselves." Buzz's leadership has inspired 
Academy Board of Direcrors, committees, and members. All 
aspects of the Academy have been touched and influenced 
2 
by him, including Lhe Junior Academy of Science programs 
and the Minnesota Science Teachers' Association. His 
guidance has enabled MAS and MSTA to persevere through 
difficult times and assisted them in becoming the strong 
organizations that they are today. 
Because of his commitment to the Academy, Buzz used 
his military retire1uem and social security in a financial 
manner that enabled him to work for the Academy for the 
past several years on a full -time basis, while receiving pan-
time salary. His fmanciaJ conu•ibution co t11e Minneso ta 
Academy of Science has enabled the Academy to continue 
ics mission. 
The Academy salutes you, Buzz Harrigan, for your 
leadership and commitmenr of the past 20 years. With 
enormous gratitude, members of the Minnesota Academy 
of Science wish you good luck, good health, and a happy 
re tirement. 
M.I. "Buzz" Harrigan 
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